
OUTCOMES from 

recent meetings

SINCE STATE & CONSERVATION 12-2020



STATE & CONSERVATION 12-A, 2 June

 Intersessional meeting to finalize the technical review of synopses started 

at S&C 12

 The Meeting discussed that it is important that the proposed measures are 

formulated with a view to provide concrete progress towards the 

objectives and goals of the BSAP. Towards this end, all relevant steps 

should be included in the proposals, e.g. not only to make a plan but also 

to implement it. Clearly stating the steps of the process is also necessary to 

facilitate the follow-up of measures. 

 The Meeting gave guidance to all the submitters of the synopses who are 

invited to complement their synopses before the BSAP UP workshop (doc 

3J-11 of S&C 13) to also review their synopses with this in mind.



HOD 58, 9-10 June

 confirmed the earlier decision to arrange the next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 
in 2021 [October]

 endorsed the updated Work Plan for the BSAP update

 agreed on the year 2030 as the target year for implementing the BSAP 

 encouraged the Chairs of the HELCOM Working Groups to take part in the 
work of the Drafting Group for the Updated Baltic Sea Action Plan (DG BSAP)

 instructed the Fish and State & Conservation groups to consider the 
overlapping actions under environmentally sustainable sea-based activities 
related to incidental by-catch, and to submit a proposal for merging or further 
differentiation of these actions to HOD 59-2020 for agreement



HOD 58, 9-10 June

 took note of the Outcome of STATE & CONSERVATION 12-2020, which was held online on 
11-14 May 2020 and approved that STATE & CONSERVATION 14-2021 will be held on 3-7 
May 2021, likely in Sweden, and that an intersessional STATE&CONSERVATION meeting will 
be held online on 15 February 2021, focused on review and approval of the key 
messages for the HELCOM Climate Change Fact Sheet.

 approved the proposed way forward for filling gaps in expertise for the HOLAS III 
assessment

 took note of the information relating to the draft project plan for the HELCOM Holistic 
Assessment Methodology Development Project (HELCOM MetDev) 

 considered and approved the elaborated timeline for the HOLAS III assessment process, 
acknowledging that adjustments to the timeline may occur as the process progresses.

 took note of the provisional outline of foreseen resource needs for the production of the 
Third State of the Baltic Sea report, noting that the estimates provided regarding the 
amount of time required by the national experts and the estimated resource needs at 
the Secretariat can change as the process develops



MPA TG 13 and 14, 16 June and 4 Sept

 MPA TG 13 focused on the review of the updated project plan for the 

MPA LIFE application as well as the review of the updated guidelines for 

MPA pressure evaluation (doc 3N-5 of S&C 13) 

 MPA TG 14 focused on the scoping session for the MPA LIFE application 

(doc 3N-3 of S&C 13)



DG BSAP 1 and 2, 18 June and 11 Sept

 Time-limited drafting Group for the Updated Baltic Sea Action Plan

 DG BSAP 1 took note of the clarification related to the existing actions on 

by-catch that were rephrased by Fish and State and Conservation groups 

and are overlapping. The Meeting recalled that HOD 58-2020 invited the 

groups to make a joint proposal for the rephrasing. The Meeting took note 

of the suggestion by the Secretariat that the actions could first be 

reviewed by STATE&CONSERVATION 13-2020 and after that they could be 

jointly discussed by the two groups in a joint intersessional meeting. The 

Meeting noted that the proposed procedure still needs to be agreed by 

the Chairs of State and Conservation and Fish groups. 



EG MAMA 14-2020, 22-24 September 

Precautionary approach to management of seals

 agreed that it is important for the EG MAMA group to indicate to STATE & CONSERVATION WG that the PAL 

(precautionary approach level) and target levels cannot be determined nor modelled with the current level of 

information. PAL can only be set retrospectively.

 agreed that while producing estimates for the Precautionary Approach Level may not be possible, it is 

important to provide explanation as to why this is the case, to highlight the current knowledge gaps hindering 

these estimates, uncertainties related to them, and if and how these barriers might be overcome in the future. 

 invited the Chair to draft a response to State and Conservation WG, including the above points, as well as 

description of methods and their caveats for the Population Team’s consideration. The draft is to be submitted 

to EG MAMA Population Team for consideration and once approved to be submitted to State and 

Conservation WG.  Document 3N-13 of S&C 13

 amended and agreed on the Terms of Reference (ToRs) for the next meeting, including an Annex outlining the 

main tasks and membership of the Teams, and agreed on submitting the draft ToRs for endorsement by STATE & 

CONSERVATION 13-2020. Document 4J-21 of S&C 13


